
	

	

	

 
 
Dear parents and caregivers,	
 
As the 2020 school year comes to a close we would like to acknowledge everyone whose support has contributed 
to making this a successful year for Our Lady of the Sacred Heart School, despite the interruptions of Covid-19. 
There have been a number of small losses for our children due to this world-wide pandemic, including lock-down, 
cancellation of sports seasons, tournaments, school trips and events – however our children have shown remarkable 
resilience with the help of our families and hard-working and resourceful staff. 

T 
Last Friday the achievements of our Year 6 students were acknowledged and celebrated at their prizegiving.  On 
Monday evening these graduating students were farewelled by the wider school and community at the Leavers’ 
Liturgy.  We wish them the best for their new adventures and trust they will remember their time at Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart fondly.   
 
We farewell the following families who have their last child graduating this year or are leaving due to other reasons:  
Sandra & Stephen Baynosa; Madeline & Hagen Bower;  Ilana & James Buddell; Sarah & Ivan Burrows; Belinda & 
Shane Creagh; Anil & Joanetta D'souza; Karena & Richard Davey; Carolina Zalazar; Michelle & Bradley Estenzo; Fritzie 
& Val Gabutan; Lara & Ian Gordon; Mary-Rose & Dennis Igoy; Mel & Michael Koot; Sarah & Chris Larcombe; Maria & 
Patricia Lobos; Tina & Ignatius Mario; Anna & Andy Martin; Olivia & Jeremiah Orias; Rosalie & Antonio Ortiz; Kellen & 
Nikles Pinheiro Papp; Mari & Michael Pipe; Dionne & Campbell Preece; Debi & Brent Robinson; Selafina & Ellice 
Temita; Nimfa & Michael Uy; Tarewa & Hannah Williams & Rachel Allyson; Kirsten & John Williams.  Also leaving us 
this year are, Clare & Neil Cheetham; Jean & Wayne Cheong; Judith & Virgil Escoto; Edeliz & Froilian Hinto; Vicky 
Wang & Joseph Ling; Sarah Lawton & Graham Surrey.  We wish you all the best for the next stages of your child’s 
education and would like to thank you for your contribution to our school.  
 
From our McAuley team, we sadly farewell Sarah Burrows who is relocating to Cambridge with her family and Kayla 
Luciana who is moving back to Australia with her husband.  We would like to thank them both for their contribution 
and dedication to our children.  Annette Wilson also leaves us to embark on her retirement after nearly 35 years 
within our community as a parent, teacher, PTFA and Board of Trustees member, Sports coordinator, Director of 
Religious studies and Deputy Principal.  We wish Annette well, and thank her for the enormous part she has played 
in the lives of our children and families over the years.  We have been truly blessed. 
 
 
Policy: 
After a consultation process, the Board have decided to introduce a formal Cohort Entry policy, as defined in the 
Education Act 1989.  This will take effect from Term 2 of 2021, and is greatly endorsed and supported by our new 
entrant teachers due to smooth transition and relationship opportunities it offers our beginning students. 
 
All OLSH school policies and procedures are accessible to members of the school community through the online 
SchoolDocs platform, and we encourage you to familiarise yourself with them. 
Website:  olsh.schooldocs.co.nz   User name:  olsh   Password:  tika 
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Property:                                                                                                 
We are delighted to announce that we now have formal  
approval from the Catholic Diocese of Auckland (CDA)  
to proceed with the COLA (Covered Outdoor Learning  
Area) project. As the owners of the land and buildings  
at our school, this CDA approval is an important 
milestone for the project. It means we can now progress 
to the contracting and consenting process, and we will 
update the community again as soon as a firm timeline is 
in place with our supplier. We are really excited about 
the extra opportunities this resource will give our 
teachers, children and community as well as the 
protection it will provide from the elements. 
 
 
Catholic Character: 
We would like to offer a warm welcome to Sister Cathryn Wiles-Pickard who has re-joined the Board as our new  
Proprietors Representative.  Sister Cathryn brings with her not only her presence as a Mercy Sister, but also a vast  
wealth of knowledge and experience to share. 
 
Thank you:	 
We would like to acknowledge the efforts of the PTFA team this year, particularly for the way they have 
endeavoured to offer our children and community some normality in a very unusual year.  Despite minimal  
opportunities to fundraise this year, the PTFA have pledged money to the school to support resources 
and sports programmes for 2021.  Earlier in Term 4, the PTFA delivered the ‘Hoe-Down’ fundraiser for parents, with 
proceeds going towards our COLA project.  For the children, they have organised the School Disco, supported Mercy  
and Mission Day and with the support of generous sponsors have provided Kids Movie Night and Donuts on the last  
day of school.  Thank you for your continued support.	 
 
The Board wish to express our gratitude to Mari Pipe for her services to the BoT as a Proprietors Representative over  
the past few years.  Mari has been an invaluable member and has held positions as our former Board Chairperson, the  
Finance Chair, and also the Catholic Character Chair.  Prior to the Board, Mari was an active member of the PTFA and  
held the role of Pastoral Care coordinator.  As Mari’s son Joshua is one of our graduating Year 6 students, we wish  
the Pipe family all the best for the future. 
 
To our wider school community, we thank you for your contribution – as parents and caregivers, as members of  
the PTFA, as sports coaches and managers or as volunteers for class activities. Your efforts continue to assist our 
children to achieve, and ensure our school remains a special community. 
 
Finally, the Board would like to thank our school management team, and all our staff for your dedication.  Your 
passion and enthusiasm of assisting our children to grow and achieve, is a key part of what makes our school special. 
 
We wish you all a safe and happy holiday season, and a very Merry Christmas. 
 
Best regards 
Your Board of Trustees 

 
                             “We must strive to do ordinary things, extraordinarily well” 

A quote from Catherine McAuley – founder of the Sisters of Mercy 

 

              “Ignite in our children the passion for limitless learning navigated by Catholic values” 

	


